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McPherson County Community Foundation Press Release 

For immediate release – November 30, 2011
Greischar’s recipient of 2011 Philanthropist of the Year award
MCPHERSON, KS.  James and Barbara Greischar were recognized as the 2011 Philanthropist of the Year during the McPherson County Community Foundation Recognition Reception on November 30, 2011. The Greischar’s were honored for their volunteer work with organizing and implementing the annual Community Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners. A $1,000 grant from the Foundation’s Community Fund will be given to the organization in honor of the Greischars. 
Since the first dinners 15 years ago, the couple have spent countless hours overseeing everything from transportation of supplies and equipment to scheduling each volunteer for the program. There are approximately 250 people who volunteer to cook, set up, serve, and clean.  Over 725 people enjoyed the turkey dinner at the McPherson Community Building during the 2011 Community Thanksgiving Dinner. 
Philanthropy has been defined as the effort or inclination to increase the well-being of humankind as by charitable aid or donations. The Philanthropist of the Year award is designed to recognize an individual or couple who brings this definition to life through their work with an organization. 
“The McPherson County Community Foundation is striving to promote philanthropy and giving from all walks of life,” states Bob Kohrs, McPherson County Community Foundation Chair. “Recognizing local philanthropists is one of many programs we hope to expand in the coming years.”  
Eleven applications for the 2011 award were received by the Foundation. Verla Thomason for her work with the McPherson Scottish Festival and William Roth for his work with the Associated Churches of Lindsborg were also recognized for their tireless efforts in promoting the mission of the nominating organizations. 

Previous recipients include Jim Loving, nominating organization – McPherson Family YMCA; Patsy Magellson, nominating organization – Trash to Treasures; and Jeff and Sue Odermann, nominating organization – McPherson Outreach.

For additional information on this or other programs, please visit the Foundation’s website at www.mcphersonfoundation.org. 
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For additional information:  call (620) 245-9070 or becky@mcphersonfoundation.org
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