
Community Benchmarking Report

Marquette, KS  | June, 2023

`

This Voice Of Our Community Study has been developed to help local community leaders and citizens identify the major local 
patterns. The data that has been captured here can be broadly classified in two categories: (1) The perceptions by the citizens of 

the community and (2) The numbers that measure the economic facts. The report helps identify the opportunities and the 
challenges, so that the community can build on what is working.   Our big observation: Important note: we only received 27 

responses to the study, as such the comments here should be seen as a directional guidance and not statistically significant.
The responders stated two distinct views of Marquette. The responders in parallel hold a poor view of the community’s 
economic prospects, and at the same time hold some of the highest views of the overall Community confidence (local 

leadership, community engagement and the ability for the community to work well) of all County residents. This feedback, 
suggests a massive opportunity for the local community leaders to capitalize on this positive resident trust and enable projects

that helps build the community further (e.g. blight rehabilitation and renovation). 

THE EQUATION THAT DRIVES COMMUNAL PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY

Collaborative
Leadership

Committed
Citizenship

Community     
Vision & Action

Economic & Community 
Sustainability

“There are a lot of special things about Marquette. 
We have a unique downtown that is experiencing 
some revitalization. We have a thriving learning 
center and daycare. There is a nationally known 
motorcycle museum and a distillery that offers live 
music. We have everything you need in a town even 
though we only have 600 people in the 
community.”
- A passionate local resident

Data source: Community Survey (Conducted in Spring 2023)

Our Most  Admired Leaders

What makes our community special?
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Our Economy
What opportunity do you see here?

`

Placemaking Economy People
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Average McPherson County Score

Key Economic Observations

Given that we only received 27 responses to the survey, we 
need to moderate overinterpretation of the data.

The survey responses suggest a relatively poor outlook of 
Marquette’s economic condition, based on these limited 

responses. The worst assessment is of the current 
employment opportunities. The future outlook lags behind 

that of the average County resident as well.
What is happening in the community that is creating this 

poor view of the community? More importantly what steps 
can be taken to help inflect the community on a more 

positive direction?

Our Economic Perceptions

Our Priority Programs  Our Priority MetricsTop 5 Top 5

Key Economic Observations
As is mentioned above, the economic outlook of the residents of the community 

is a bit bleak. Given that Marquette is a smaller community with a limited 
economy, this view is understandable. The data elements that we would flag as 

most concerning is the relatively flat overall population trends, the decline in 
the school enrollments, and most critically the sharply aging population.

Without an ability for the community to retain and attract young residents, 
Marquette’s economy will struggle.  There are positive signs as well. These 

include improvements in local taxes and lowering of poverty rates. Many of the 
responders highlighted the need for blight renovation as a critical priority. Given 

the limited local capacity, perhaps this focus can help the community create 
some positive visible momentum.

The Businesses We Would Like To See In Our 
Town:

Entertainment: A Cafe, a 24hr Restaurant 

Data source: Community Survey (Conducted in Spring 2023)
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Current Business Conditions:

Current Employment Opportunities:

Future Business Conditions:

Future Employment Opportunities:

Future Income:
Town Score

Overall GRO Score

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

(Healthy Citizens) Address access and affordability of local
Mental Health services

(Healthy Citizens) Improve the quality of safety and
emergency services (Police, Fire, etc.)

(Healthy Citizens) Address access and affordability of local
Physical Health services

(Engaged Citizens) Develop training and certification
programs to support income growth

(Engaged Citizens) Develop more effective low-income
family support programs

(Engaged Citizens) Create and refine programs to improve
student engagement in the community

(Healthy Citizens) Expand access to quality and affordable
childcare support services

(Resilient Economy) Encourage local entrepreneurship

(Healthy Citizens) Expand access to quality and affordable
(monthly payments <30% of household income) housing

(Engaged Citizens) Develop community pride through
public events and programming

(Vibrant Place) Restore our town center and main street

(Resilient Economy) Expand local businesses

(Vibrant Place) Beautify our public areas

(Vibrant Place) Improve public infrastructure (sidewalks,
roads, parks, etc.)

(Resilient Economy) Attract new businesses

(Vibrant Place) Remove/renovate run-down properties

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

(Health) Infant mortality rates

(Health) Number of Dentists available locally

(Health) Number of deaths caused by suicide

(Health) % of local population who has some health care
coverage

(Economy) Childhood poverty rate

(Health) Number of Mental Health Providers available
locally

(Health) Individuals who face food insecurity

(Health) Number of Primary Health Providers available
locally

(Economy) Local tax base (wages, sales, property)

(Economy) Number of new businesses that pay above
average wages

(Community) Amount of money raised to support local
development

(Economy) Average household income

(Community) Community confidence and enthusiasm

(Community) Number of people actively (>5
hours/month) engaged in community development

(Community) Population size

(Economy) Number of new businesses launched in the
community

Can you spot areas 

where Marquette 
residents have a 

significantly different 
view than the other 

communities? 
Why is this?
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Additional Important Economic Data
What opportunity do you see here?

`

Annual Sales Tax Collections Median Household Income

Local Unemployment Rate Local Poverty Rate

10 Year Shift in Local Jobs Businesses in Our Town
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Our People, Our Pride
What opportunity do you see here?

`

Overall Population Trend Population Trend by Age

Collaborative Leadership Citizen Commitment Community Vision

Fairness Trust              Access & 
Pathways

Visioning Planning          Doing

OVERALL COMMUNITY PERCEPTION
The comments represent a very small sample size (27 responses).
The residents of Marquette have the highest perception of their 

community compared to all other communities in McPherson County. 
What is going on in Marquette that is creating such a positive view of the 

local community. It is interesting to see such a positive and confident view 
of the community, while at the same time the responders have far poorer 

view of the local economy. How are the two perceptions feasible?
More importantly what opportunity is uniquely feasible in Marquette given 
the high perception that the residents hold for the local leadership? What 
bold steps can the collective community take to help positively move the 

future trajectory of the community?

There is a very strong degree of 
trust that the responders are 

demonstrating towards their local 
leaders.

The residents of Marquette LOVE their 
community. This is where they want to 

be!

The residents see the community 
working really well on local 

priorities.

4

Average McPherson County ScoreTown Scores

Overall Community Confidence

Challenges identified by local citizens:

Emotional Obligatory

Data source: US Census Source: USCB, American Community Survey. 5-yr average. Data source: Community Survey (Conducted in Spring 2023)

Housing Development: Expanding Affordable 

Quality Housing.

Economic Development: Beautification,

Infrastructure: Repairing Road and Sidewalks.

Portion of the community that is highly confident on the listed community dimensions (Rating range: 0-7; Scored >5)

Data source: Community Survey (Conducted in Spring 2023)
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Key Community Metrics
What opportunity do you see here?

`

Local School Enrollment High School 4 Year Graduation Rate

Local Educational Level School District % Free-Reduced Price Lunch

Community Foundation
Annual Dollars Raised and Invested Total Dollars Raised and Invested

5

Source: McPherson County Community Foundation, 2023

 $-

 $10,000,000

 $20,000,000

 $30,000,000

 $40,000,000

 $50,000,000

 $60,000,000

 $70,000,000

2
0
0
3

2
0
0
4

2
0
0
5

2
0
0
6

2
0
0
7

2
0
0
8

2
0
0
9

2
0
1
0

2
0
1
1

2
0
1
2

2
0
1
3

2
0
1
4

2
0
1
5

2
0
1
6

2
0
1
7

2
0
1
8

2
0
1
9

2
0
2
0

2
0
2
1

2
0
2
2

2
0
2
3

Collections Total Grants Total

 $-

 $2,000,000

 $4,000,000

 $6,000,000

 $8,000,000

 $10,000,000

 $12,000,000

 $14,000,000

2
0
0
3

2
0
0
4

2
0
0
5

2
0
0
6

2
0
0
7

2
0
0
8

2
0
0
9

2
0
1
0

2
0
1
1

2
0
1
2

2
0
1
3

2
0
1
4

2
0
1
5

2
0
1
6

2
0
1
7

2
0
1
8

2
0
1
9

2
0
2
0

2
0
2
1

2
0
2
2

2
0
2
3

 Annual Collections Annual Grants

81

87 86

84
83

86

90

96

87

92

89

92

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

4
-Y

r 
G

ra
d
u
a
ti
o
n
 R

a
te

Lindsborg-Marquette (Smokey Valley SD) Kansas Avg

Source: Kansas State Dept of Education, Data Central

1,052
1,062 1,106

1,166
1,114

1,557 1,572 1,596
1,494 1,476

1,290
1,345

1,106

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400

1,600

1,800

S
c
h
o
o
l 
E

n
ro

ll
m

e
n
t

Lindsborg-Marquette (Smokey Valley SD)

Source: Kansas State Dept of Education, Data Central

11.1

35.8

41.8

11.3

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

%
 P

o
p
 2

5
 Y

rs
 &

 O
ld

e
r

Less than HS Grad HS Grad (incl equiv)

Assoc Degree or Some College Bachelor's degree or higher

Source: USCB, American Community Survey, 5-yr Avg.

31.2 30.6 29.8 29.5 30.0
23.6

19.9 18.6 19.1 18.9 18.7 16.4

25.9

0.0

20.0

40.0

60.0

80.0

100.0

%
F

re
e
-R

e
d
u
c
e
d
 P

ri
c
e
 L

u
n
c
h
 

Lindsborg-Marquette (Smokey Valley SD) KS Total

Source: Kansas State Dept of Education, Data Central



Community Benchmarking Report

Marquette, KS  | June, 2023

Who Responded to the Survey
What opportunity do you see here?

`

Number of people: Gender: Age Profile: Residential Status:

Too little data to 
comment on patterns.

Occupation: Education Status: Ethnicity: Duration of Residence:

Please note, we 
received 27 responses 
for on this survey. The 
goal of the survey was 
to attain 70 responses.

Too little data to 
comment on patterns.

Too little data to 
comment on patterns.

Too little data to 
comment on patterns.

Too little data to 
comment on patterns.

Too little data to 
comment on patterns.

Number of people who 
expressed an interest in 

volunteering to better the 
community: 5 of 27 (19%)

Total 
Responses:

27
The goal was 70

Too little data to 
comment on patterns.

Average McPherson County Score

Town Score
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Data source: Community Survey (Conducted in Spring 2023)
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Total Housing Units
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An Additional Data Point
`
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